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A B U S Y  P I P E L I N E  O F F E R I N G  M A N Y  N E W  D I M E N S I O N S  T O  H O W  T B  C O U L D  B E  D I A G N O S E D



K E Y  C H A R AC T E R I S T I C S  O F  N E A R  P O C  TO O L S

Form Tests can be instrument based, with the instrument preferably being battery 
operated and thus not requiring any special infrastructure

Intended purpose A diagnostic test to detect pulmonary TB, at the peripheral level, to support 
initiation of TB therapy during the clinical encounter or on the same day in 
peripheral settings

Target use Health workers with basic technical skills (e.g. non-precision pipetting and 
minimal sample processing)

Setting (level of 
healthcare system)

Peripheral microscopy centres and primary health clinics

Cost Instrument 

Performance 85% (Sputum)
75% (Non-sputum)

Time to result <60 minutes (Optimal 15mins)
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