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TB Diagnostic Testing Section: Objectives

Review global TB testing priorities and regional progress toward universal 
patient access to diagnostic and drug susceptibility testing services

Learn about new WHO TB testing policy and operational guidance

Consider how new WHO guidance could strengthen region and country 
testing programs for target achievement



TB Diagnostic Testing Section: Agenda

Advances in Global & Regional Diagnostic Programmes and Policies

Policy Updates on Initial Detection of TB and Drug-Resistant TB using WHO-
recommended Rapid Diagnostics with a Discussion of Country Experiences

Policy Updates on the Detection of Drug-Resistant TB Using Next Generation 
Sequencing with a Discussion of Country Experiences

Working Session on National TB Laboratory Strategic Planning: Identifying and 
Prioritizing New WHO Policy Guidance to Strengthen Testing Programmes



Global and Regional TB Testing Priorities 
and Progress



TB Diagnosis & the End TB Strategy

Global Tuberculosis Programme

https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/the-end-tb-strategy


Global Data Highlight Opportunities for TB Testing

WHO Global TB Report
➢ ~1/4 World Infected

➢ ~10.8M Incident cases

➢ ~8.2M Notified cases

➢ 48% notified cases tested with a 
WHO-recommended diagnostic

➢ ~400,000 MDR/RR TB cases

➢ <50% DR-TB cases diagnosed

➢ Drug Susceptibility Testing:
➢ 79% tested for rifampicin 

resistance
➢ 55% tested for fluoroquinolone 

resistance
➢ Low rates of bedaquiline 

resistance testing globally

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024

Percentage of people newly diagnosed with TB initially 
tested with a WHO-recommended diagnostic test

https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/tb-reports/global-tuberculosis-report-2024


Region Highlights: WRD Testing

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024
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Region Highlights: Rifampicin Resistance Testing

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024
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https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/tb-reports/global-tuberculosis-report-2024


Region Highlights: Fluoroquinolone Resistance Testing

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024
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https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/tb-reports/global-tuberculosis-report-2024


Global Bedaquiline Resistance Testing

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024

https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/tb-reports/global-tuberculosis-report-2024


Global Linezolid Resistance Testing

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024

https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/tb-reports/global-tuberculosis-report-2024


WHO Standard for Universal Access to Rapid TB Diagnostics



An Overview of Year 1 Global Reporting on the Standard

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024
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WHO Standard Reporting Highlights Information Gaps

Global Tuberculosis Report 2024
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Summary of Global and Regional Data
- Access to WHO-recommended rapid diagnostic testing has 

increased over past years, but recently plateaued or declined
- Drug resistance testing has greatly advanced for rifampicin, with 

similar gains needed for other essential TB drugs
- WHO Standard for Universal Access to Rapid TB Diagnostics 

highlights:
▪ Availability and importance of available TB patient data
▪ Opportunities to improve availability or reporting of data on 

presumptive TB, PHC facilities, & testing program performance
- Advancing WHO policy on TB testing remains needed to strengthen 

case detection programs toward achieving universal services 



Diagnostic Section: Next Steps
Questions?

New TB diagnostic policy guidance 
overviews and country experience sharing

Pulling it All Together: 

TB Diagnostic working session to consider 
country strengths for sustainability and 
gaps for prioritized support
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